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Introduction 


In 1999-2000, the Ministry of Education published a new curriculum for Ontario 
secondary school students. The new curriculum is more specific than previous 
curricula with respect to both the knowledge and the skills that students are expected 
to develop and demonstrate in each grade. In the curriculum policy document for 
each discipline, teachers are provided with the curriculum expectations for each 
course within the discipline and an achievement chart that describes four levels of 
student achievement to be used in assessing and evaluating student work. 


The document entitled The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 9-12: Program Planning and 
Assessment, 2000 states that “assessment and evaluation will be based on the provincial 
curriculum expectations and the achievement levels outlined in this document and in 
the curriculum policy document for each discipline” (p. 13). The document also 
states that the ministry is providing a variety of materials to assist teachers in improv- 
ing their assessment methods and strategies and, hence, their assessment of student 
achievement. The present document is one of the resources intended to provide assist- 
ance to teachers in their assessment of student achievement. It presents samples 
(“exemplars”) of student work that was done in response to a specific task in a Level 4 
English as a second language (ESL) course. The samples represent work at each of the 
four levels of achievement. 


Teams of subject specialists from across the province developed the assessment mate- 
rials for each subject in the exemplar project. They designed the tasks and scoring 
scales (“rubrics”) on the basis of selected Ontario curriculum expectations, and devel- 
oped the teacher instructions. They field-tested the tasks in classrooms across the 
province in November 2001. They then revised the tasks, rubrics, and instructions, 
using information gathered from the field-tests as well as suggestions for improvement 
from subject validation sessions. The final administration of the tasks took place in 
May 2002. A team of teachers for each subject subsequently scored the student work, 
and chose samples of work that exemplified three degrees of achievement within each 
of the four levels of achievement. 


The selection of student samples that appears in this document reflects the professional 
judgement of teachers who participated in the exemplar project. No students, teachers, 
or schools have been identified. 


The task, rubric, and teacher's notes and comments developed for this exemplar 
document can serve as a model for boards, schools, and teachers in designing assess- 
ment tasks within the context of regular classroom work, developing rubrics, assessing 
the achievement of their own students, and planning for the improvement of students’ 
learning. 
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The samples in this document will provide parents! with examples of student work to 
help them monitor their children’s progress. They also can provide a basis for discus- 
sions regarding student achievement and progress between teachers and parents and 
between teachers and students. 


Purpose of This Document 
This document was developed to: 


¢ show the characteristics of student work at each of the four levels of achievement 
for ESL Level 4; 


* promote greater consistency in the assessment of student work across the province; 


¢ provide an approach to improving student learning by demonstrating the use of clear 
criteria applied to student work in response to a clearly defined assessment task; 


¢ show the connections between what students are expected to learn (the curriculum 
expectations) and how their work can be assessed using the levels of achievement 
described in the curriculum policy document for the subject. 


The samples in this document represent examples of student achievement obtained 
using only one method of assessment, called performance assessment. Teachers will 
also make use of a variety of other assessment strategies — such as tests, portfolios, and 
conferences — in evaluating student achievement in a course over a term or school year. 


Features of This Document 
This document contains the following: 


¢ a description of the performance task and of the final product that was handed in 
to the teacher for submission to the ministry 


¢ the curriculum expectations related to the task 
e the task-specific assessment chart, or rubric 


¢ three samples of student work for each of the four levels of achievement (e.g., for 
level 3, samples illustrating a “low” level-3, a “solid” level-3, and a “high” level-3 
performance) 


¢ Teacher’s Notes for each sample, which indicate why the sample is assessed at a 
particular level for each criterion outlined in the four categories of knowledge and 
skills G.e., Knowledge/Understanding, Thinking/Inquiry, Communication, and 
Application) 


* Comments, which provide overall statements about the student’s work 

¢ Next Steps, which offer suggestions for improving performance 

e the Teacher Package that was used by teachers in administering the task 

This document does not include any student samples that were assessed using the 


rubric and judged to be below level 1. However, a list of characteristics of student 
work assessed at “below level 1” is provided, and precedes the student samples. The 


1. In this document, parent(s) refers to parent(s) and guardian(s). 
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characteristics of these students’ work should be reviewed in relation to the criteria 
outlined in the rubric. Teachers are expected to work with students whose achievement 
is below level 1, as well as with their parents, to help the students improve their 
performance. 


The Task 


The performance task for ESL Level 4 was based directly on curriculum expectations 
selected from the Study Skills in English course that is outlined in the curriculum 
policy document for English as a second language and English skills development. 
The task encompassed the four categories of knowledge and skills (i-e., Knowledge/ 
Understanding, Thinking/Inquiry, Communication, and Application), requiring stu- 
dents to integrate their knowledge and skills in a meaningful learning experience. 
The task also gave students an opportunity to demonstrate how well they could apply 
the knowledge and skills they had acquired in the course in a new context. 


The Rubric 


In this document, the term rubric refers to a scoring scale used to assess student work 
that is done in response to a specific task. Task rubrics are developed in relation to the 
achievement chart in the curriculum policy document. 


The task rubric consists of a set of achievement criteria related to the four categories 
of knowledge and skills, as well as descriptions of the levels of achievement for each 
of the criteria. The rubric contains the following components: 


¢ an identification (by number) of the expectations on which student achievement in 
the task was assessed 


¢ the four categories of knowledge and skills 
¢ the relevant criteria for evaluating performance of the task 


¢ descriptions of student performance at the four levels of achievement (level 3 on 
the achievement chart in the curriculum policy document is considered to be the 
provincial standard) 


The teachers who administered the task for this exemplar document were required to 
explain the scoring criteria and descriptions of the levels of achievement (i.e., the 
information in the task rubric) to the students before they began the task. 


Use of the Student Samples 
Teachers and Administrators 


The samples of student work included in this document will assist teachers and 
administrators by: 


* providing student samples and criteria for assessment that will assist them in 
helping students improve their achievement, 


¢ providing a basis for conversations among teachers, parents, and students about 
the criteria used for assessment and evaluation of student achievement; 
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¢ facilitating discussions regarding the curriculum expectations, levels of achievement 
for the course, and the criteria and standards for high-quality performance; 


* promoting fair and consistent assessment within subjects and courses. 


Teachers may choose to: 


¢ use the task, rubric, and teaching/learning activities in this document with their 
classes; 


¢ use the samples of student work at each level as reference points when assessing 
student work; 


* use the task and rubric provided as models for other tasks and rubrics, to be 
developed independently or in collaboration with colleagues in the same school 
and/or in other schools. 

Administrators may choose to: 

* encourage and facilitate teacher collaboration regarding standards and assessment; 


* provide training to ensure that teachers understand the role of the exemplars in 
assessment, evaluation, and reporting; 


¢ establish an external reference point for schools in planning student programs and 
for school improvement. 


Parents 


Parents may wish to use the samples of student work as a source of information to 
help their children monitor their achievement and improve their performance. They 
may also use the exemplars as a basis for discussing their children’s progress with their 
teachers. 


Students 
Students can use the document to: 


¢ develop their understanding of the relationship between curriculum expectations 
and specific tasks; 


¢ learn how a rubric can be used to improve their performance on a task; 


¢ develop the ability to discuss their achievement with their teachers and parents 
more effectively, and to ask more focused questions about their progress; 


¢ learn how to better assess their own performance and identify the steps needed to 
improve their performance. 
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Study Skills in English 
ESL Level 4 
Open (ESLDO) 
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A School Newspaper Article 


The Task 
Students were presented with the following scenario: 


Wayne Gretzky is planning a visit to your school. Your class 
has been asked to accompany Mr. Gretzky on his tour of 
the school, and each student is to submit an article to the 
school newspaper describing the highlights of his visit. In 
preparation for writing your article, you will need to read 
some background information about Wayne Gretzky. This 
is provided in Appendix B: Informational Text. You will 
also need to develop at least two questions that you would 
like to ask Wayne Gretzky during his visit and formulate 
his answers as direct quotations. You will invent the 
responses to the questions, but they must be appropriate 
to Mr. Gretzky’s background and accomplishments. 


Final Product 

Each student was to submit a school newspaper article of 
approximately 300 words describing the highlights of Wayne 
Gretzky’s visit to the school, including: 


¢ the purpose of his visit; 

e areas and/or activities that were of interest to him; 
¢ details of his interaction with the students; 

¢ information he shared about himself; 


¢ at least two direct quotations. 


Expectations Addressed in the Exemplar Task 


This task gave students the opportunity to demonstrate achieve- 


ment of all or part of each of the following selected expectations 


from the Oral and Visual Communication, Reading, and Writing 


strands. 


Students will: 


1. 
2. 
3. 


create a documentary or news report on a current issue; 
scan texts for specific information; 


write a passage of three or more paragraphs to develop a 
central idea; 


. use common tenses and verb phrases, adjectives, adverbs, 


conjunctions, prepositions of direction and time, and inter- 
rogative and negative constructions appropriately and with 
accuracy most of the time; 


. use periods, commas, apostrophes, quotation marks, colons, 


and parentheses correctly in final drafts; 


. spell words accurately in final drafts, including subject-specific 


terms. 


For information on the process used to prepare students for the task 
and on the materials and resources required, see the Teacher Package 
reproduced on pages 39-47 of this document. 


Task Rubric - A School Newspaper Article 


Expectations* Criteria 


Knowledge/Understanding 
The student: 


Level 1 


Level 2 


Level 3 


Level 4 





4,5,6 — demonstrates knowledge 
of linguistic forms in Eng- 
lish (e.g., common tenses, 
adjectives, adverbs, con- 
junctions, prepositions) 

— uses language conven- 
tions accurately (e.¢., 
spelling, punctuation) 


demonstrates limited 
knowledge of linguistic 
forms in English 


uses language conventions 
with limited accuracy 


demonstrates some 
knowledge of linguistic 
forms in English 


uses language conventions 
with some accuracy 


demonstrates consider- 
able knowledge of linguis- 
tic forms in English 


uses language conventions 
with considerable accuracy 


demonstrates thorough 
knowledge of linguistic 
forms in English 


uses language conventions 
with a high degree of 
accuracy 








Thinking/Inquiry 
The student: 
1,2 — includes appropriate facts includes facts that are of includes facts that are includes facts that are of includes facts that are 
from the informational limited appropriateness somewhat appropriate considerable highly appropriate 
text appropriateness 
— includes appropriate includes areas and/or includes areas and/or includes areas and/or includes areas and/or 
areas and/or activities for activities that are of lim- activities that are some- activities that are of con- activities that are highly 
the visitor ited appropriateness what appropriate siderable appropriateness appropriate 
Communication 
The student: 
3 — provides a credible pur- provides a purpose for provides a somewhat provides a credible pur- provides a highly credible 


pose for the visit 


— includes interesting 
details about the interac- 
tion between visitor and 
students 


— provides an effective con- 
clusion for the article 


the visit that is of limited 
credibility 

includes details about the 
interaction that are of 
limited interest 


provides a conclusion for 
the article that is of lim- 
ited effectiveness 
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credible purpose for 
the visit 


includes details about the 
interaction that are some- 
what interesting 


provides a somewhat 
effective conclusion for 
the article 


pose for the visit 


includes details about the 
interaction that are of 
considerable interest 


provides a conclusion of 
considerable effectiveness 
for the article 


purpose for the visit 


includes details about the 
interaction that are highly 
interesting 


provides a highly effective 
conclusion for the article 


(continued) 
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Expectations* Criteria 7) Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 
Application 
The student: 
1 — creates an effective news- — creates an article of — creates a somewhat — creates an article of — creates a highly effective 


paper article (e.g., effec- limited effectiveness effective article considerable effectiveness article 
tively integrates factual 

information, a fictional 

context, and direct 

quotations) 


*The expectations that correspond to the numbers given in this chart are listed on page 8. 
Note: A student whose overall achievement at the end of a course is below level 1 (that is, below 50%) will not obtain a credit for the course. 


A School Newspaper Article BELOW LEVEL 1 


Teacher’s Notes 

The following is a list of characteristics found in student work that was submit- 
ted for this task and assessed at “below level 1”. (Samples of student work are 
not included.) 


Degree of achievement can vary widely in student performance that falls below 
level 1. Consequently, the following list includes characteristics of achievement 
at various degrees below level 1. Taken together, some or all of the character- 
istics outlined below may justify assessment at “below level 1”. Most of the 
characteristics noted relate to the criteria specified in the task rubric, but 
some are more broadly defined. 


Knowledge/Understanding 

The student: 

- demonstrates a weak grasp of linguistic forms in English (e.¢., “At last, at 
the end of the period Wayne Gretzky taught all student something about 
business about account, what are the education, are needed.”); 

-— makes spelling errors serious enough to interfere with the readability of the 
text (e.g., “Gratzky traid to be as invisebel as he could but a star like that 
can’t be seened.”); 

- uses the wording in the informational text so extensively that it is impossible 
to assess the language proficiency of the student (e.g., “When he was 4 years 
old his father built him an ice rink in the family’s back yard.”). 


Thinking/Inquiry 

The student: 

- uses the model newspaper article (i.e., the piece on Céline Dion) as the 
source for factual information instead of the informational text on Gretzky; 

- includes inappropriate facts; 

— includes appropriate areas in the visitor’s tour, but makes no connection 
between these areas and the activities normally associated with them 
(e.g., “after he visited the gym of the school, then he went the radio room, 
and then he went to play ice hockey with the kids.”). 
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Communication 

The student: 

- does not include a purpose for the visit in the opening paragraph (e.¢., “Yes- 
terday, the famous Canadian hockey player Wayne Gretzky, visited the High 
School. The students of school were very excited to met him and wanted to 
know more about him.”); 

— does not include details about the interaction between the visitor and the 
students; 

— provides no conclusion, or provides concluding remarks that bear little or 
no connection to the preceding text. 


Application 

The student: 

- attempts to establish a fictional context but does not provide enough factual 
information to support it (e.g., the response to a question about how Gretzky 
became “such a star” is “... but | think the best way all your skills is to be on 
ice when ever you can, just playing games.”). 


Comments 

The student has difficulty understanding the task requirements (e.g., the student 
uses the model newspaper article instead of the informational text that is pro- 
vided, and thus misses the point of the task). 


The student misinterprets the information provided (e.g., the student assumes 
that Wayne Gretzky is still playing professional hockey). The student has diffi- 
culty with extracting facts from the informational text and weaving them into a 
fictional context (e.g., the student does not make use of details about Wayne 
Gretzky that would assist in planning a tour of areas of the school that are 
appropriate for the guest to visit). 


The student makes many serious spelling errors, and demonstrates a very weak 
command of the language. The student attempts to do the task but makes so 
many errors that it is difficult for the reader to follow his or her line of thought. 
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BELOW LEVEL 1 


Next Steps 

In order to improve his or her performance, the student needs to: 
read more, both silently and aloud, and spend more time listening to other, 
more proficient readers as they read aloud; 
ensure that he or she understands the task requirements (e€.g., by discussing 
the task with another student who is more proficient); 
understand the purpose of the model newspaper article before attempting 
to write his or her own; 
check his or her work to correct errors in language use and spelling. 





A School Newspaper Article LOW LEVEL 1 





Wayne Gretzky Visits The IJ High School 


The MMM high school students met a past hero of Canadian hockey team yesterday. His 
name is Wayne Gretzky. He had visited the high school. And he spent a whole day with 
BE school students. 


He went in every classroom and he met the students. He also went in JJ school 
switch on in the morning time. And some student interviewed him and asked him some 
questions. He also visited the JJ high school’s gym class, and he gave some new 
suggestion to MM high school’s hockey team, Wayne Gretzky told them. “If you want 
to become a good hockey player then you have to be disciplined these roul what am 
telling you and you also have to work very hard” 


Next, Mr. Wayne Gretzky played hockey with high IMJ high school students. Mr. 
Wayne Gretzky who is the father of three children. His son’s name Ty and Trevor, play 
youth hockey, and his daughter, Pauliner is studying at New York 


He started playing hockey when he was 4years old. He told, “His father built him an ice 
rink in the family back yard.” In 1978, Wayne became a professional hockey player at 
the age of 17. He joined the Edmonton Oilers and played with them for 10 years. During 
this time he set many records for scoring goals and led his team to many victories. He 


got married in 1988. He won the gold medal at the 2002 Olympics. He is also a good 
businessman, 


He gave an advice tof high school students. He said, “Go where the puck is going, 
not where it has been.”” The last step of his visit was teacher's room there he met all the 
teachers an. At the end he said, “He wish his visit could go on and on.” Finally he said. “ 
Good bye to every one.” And took the rood. 


Wayne Gretzky's visit was wonder full in the {J high school. All the teacher and 
students liked him. He got good response from every one. 
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Teacher’s Notes 


Knowledge/Understanding 

-— The student demonstrates limited knowledge of the use of linguistic forms 
in English, such as articles, conjunctions, prepositions, and verb tenses 
(e.g., “He gave an advice”, “And some student interviewed him and...”, 
“Studying at New York”, “He had visited the high school. And he spent ...”). 
He or she also uses some run-on sentences and sentence fragments 
(e.g., “The last step of his visit was teacher’s room there he met all the 
teachers an.”; “And took the rood.”). 

— The student uses language conventions with limited accuracy. He or she 
makes a number of spelling errors (e.g., “roul”, “rood”, “wonder full”) and 
punctuation errors. 


Thinking/Inquiry 

— The student includes facts from the informational text that are of very lim- 
ited appropriateness. Items appear to be listed indiscriminately (e.g., “He 
got married in 1988. He won the gold medal at the 2002 Olympics. He is 
also a good businessman.”) and are sometimes given insufficient thought 
(e.g., Gretzky, as the informational text indicates, was not himself a gold 
medal recipient). 

-— The student selects areas and/or activities for the visitor that are of very 
limited appropriateness. The student includes some appropriate activities 
(e.g., Gretzky visits a gym class, plays hockey with students, is interviewed), 
but provides little detail to show why they are appropriate. The student does 
not make the purpose of the visit to the teachers’ room clear and provides 
no other information about it. 


Communication 

— Although the student provides an opening paragraph, no purpose is given 
for the visit to the school. 

— The student provides details about the interaction between the visitor and 
the students that are of limited interest (e.g., “And some student interviewed 
him... and he gave some new suggestion ...”). 
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LOW LEVEL 1 


— The student provides a conclusion for the article that is of limited effective- 
ness. It consists only of vague statements (e.g., “He got good response from 
every one.”). 


Application 

- The student creates an article of limited effectiveness. Factual information 
in it is not well connected with its fictional elements (e.g., “Next, Mr. Wayne 
Gretzky played hockey with high h___high school students. Mr. Wayne 


Gretzky who is the father of three children. His son’s name Ty and Trevor...”). 


Direct quotations in the article are weak in terms of language use, and are 
not always integrated in effective ways. 


Comments 

This work is representative of a low level-1 performance. The student demon- 
strates a limited degree of achievement of the expectations in the Knowledge/ 
Understanding and Application categories of knowledge and skills. The student 
also demonstrates a limited degree of achievement with respect to two of the 
criteria in the Communication category. However, in the Thinking/Inquiry cate- 
sory and in the first criterion in the Communication category, the student 
demonstrates a very limited degree of achievement. 


Despite making many errors, the student does demonstrate a basic under- 
standing of the task requirements. He or she attempts to establish a fictional 
tour of the school, but frequently lapses into making only statements of fact, 
thus weakening the fictional aspect. 





Next Steps 
In order to improve his or her performance, the student needs to: 


work with basic linguistic forms and language conventions more, paying 
particular attention to spelling, verb tenses, articles, conjunctions, and 
sentence structure; 

practise extracting facts from informational text and incorporating them 
into his or her own work more thoughtfully. 


A School Newspaper Article LEVEL 1 
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LEVEL 1 


Teacher’s Notes 


Knowledge/Understanding 

-— The student demonstrates limited knowledge of linguistic forms in English. 
He or she relies too much on the use of simple sentence structures, which 
sometimes results in repetition (e.g., “Wayne Gretzky had an exellent idea ... 
Wayne Gretzky showed ... Wayne Gretzky learned ...”), and rarely uses adjec- 
tives and adverbs. 

— The student uses language conventions with limited accuracy. He or she 
makes several spelling errors (e.g., “han”, “daugher”, “there” for “their”) 
and punctuation errors (e.g., “He said, “That they were exellent.”). 


Thinking/Inquiry 

— The student includes facts from the informational text that are of limited 
appropriateness. Reference is made to a few events in Gretzky's career and 
to his wife and children, but much of the detail in the informational text is 
ignored. 

- The student includes areas and/or activities that are of limited appropriate- 
ness for the visitor. The student has Gretzky visit every class rather than 
selecting appropriate areas for him to visit, and does not give any details 
about what happened on these visits. However, when Gretzky plays hockey 
with the students in the arena, the student refers to the exchange of 
“hockey tricks”, giving some substance to the activity. 


Communication 

-— The student provides a purpose for the visit that is of limited credibility 
(i.e., “He wants the teenagers to know him better. and to encouraged them 
to play more sports.”). The connection between this purpose and a visit to 
the student’s high school is weak. 

— The details about the interaction between the visitor and the students are 
of limited interest. The second paragraph, however, with its description 
of Gretzky's hockey demonstration and the imaginative comment “Wayne 
Gretzky learned from a student a hockey trick that was super good.”, has 
some strength. 





— The student provides a conclusion that is of limited effectiveness. However, 
the quotation that ends the article and that indicates the visit was success- 
ful does give some sense of completion to the narrative. 


Application 

- The student creates a newspaper article of limited effectiveness. He or she 
connects factual information, a fictional context, and direct quotations in a 
limited way (e.g., “Wayne Gretzky informed the students that he was the 
youngest hockey player when he started playing hockey. One of the students 
said, ‘I wish that the other students from another school could see him 
too.’”). Also, he or she includes only a limited amount of factual information, 
and therefore has little substance to weave through the fictional context. 
Moreover, the article loses all sense of a “tour”, which was supposed to be 
its focus, after Gretzky arrives at the arena. 


Comments 

This work is representative of a solid level-1 performance. The student 
demonstrates a limited degree of achievement of the expectations in all four 
categories of knowledge and skills. 


The student shows a limited understanding of the task requirements, but 
does attempt to describe a fictional tour of the school by the visitor. He or she 
understands how to construct simple sentences and makes only a few spelling 
errors. The lack of variety in sentence structure and the repetition of phrases, 
however, contribute to the limited effectiveness of the article overall. 


Next Steps 

In order to improve his or her performance, the student needs to: 
read the informational text more carefully and incorporate more appropriate 
facts into the article; 
use more complex sentences, avoid repetition, and use punctuation correctly. 
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HIGH LEVEL 1 


Teacher’s Notes 
Knowledge/Understanding 


The student demonstrates limited knowledge of linguistic forms in English 
(e.g., uses prepositions and conjunctions incorrectly, and omits articles). 
The student uses language conventions with limited accuracy (e.g., makes 


yee 


errors in spelling: “ambesdor’”, “playe”, “intersting”). 


Thinking/Inquiry 


The student includes facts from the informational text that are of limited 
appropriateness. Reference is made to a few events in Gretzky's career and 
to his wife, but much of the detail in the informational text is ignored. 

The activities selected for the visitor are of limited appropriateness. They 


are repetitious and reflect little creativity (e.g., in both the gym and the cafe- 


teria, Gretzky, in answer to similar questions from students, delivers the 
same message about how to become a hockey star). 


Communication 


The student provides a somewhat credible purpose for Gretzky's visit. He or 
she states that Gretzky is there “to meet multicultural students who came 
here from different countries and teach hockey to the students”, but makes 
only a few references to this purpose as the article progresses. 

The student provides information about the interaction between the visitor 
and the students that is somewhat interesting but lacks detail (e.g., asked 
what inspired him to become a hockey player, Gretzky says, “My father liked 
hockey very much and he wanted me to be a hockey star.”). 

The student provides a somewhat effective conclusion for the article. He or 
she describes and quotes a student who expresses surprise and joy at hav- 
ing met Gretzky (i.e., “| never knew that Wayne Gretzky, a Canadian hero, 
would shake hand with me and would talk and teach us.’ said a student who 
looked so happy.”). However, the student does not connect this conclusion 
with the purpose of the visit. 





Application 

— The student creates a somewhat effective newspaper article. The way in 
which some of the factual information is incorporated into the fictional con- 
text shows some comprehension of the informational text and an aware- 
ness of the task requirements. However, the facts used are sometimes 
rather obvious (e.g., “he playe hockey with Edmonton Oiler for 10 years he 
enjoyed it a lot.”). The student includes several direct quotations, most of 
which are students’ questions and the visitor’s answers to them. However, 
the responses he or she supplies for Gretzky do not answer these questions 
(e.g., when a student asks about becoming a hockey star, Gretzky says, 
“Don’t ever think you are not strong ...”). 


Comments 

This work is representative of a high level-1 performance. The student demon- 
strates a limited degree of achievement of the expectations in the Knowledge/ 
Understanding and Thinking/Inquiry categories of knowledge and skills. How- 
ever, in the Communication and Application categories, the student demonstrates 
some degree of achievement - i.e., achievement that is more characteristic of 
level 2. 


Despite grammatical errors, the flow of ideas makes this a somewhat effective 
newspaper article. Also, the student introduces some original ideas (e.g., a 
multicultural connection, the inclusion of Gretzky’s wife on the tour, the notion of 
a Canadian hero), although he or she does not develop these ideas sufficiently. 


Next Steps 

In order to improve his or her performance, the student needs to: 
focus more on grammatical aspects of writing, such as the correct use of 
conjunctions, prepositions, articles, and commas; 
ensure that the direction the article takes remains linked to the introduction; 
refer to a dictionary to correct spelling errors. 


A School Newspaper Article LOW LEVEL 2 





Teacher’s Notes 


Knowledge/Understanding 
-— The student demonstrates some knowledge of linguistic forms in English. 


NEWS: Yesterday in our school was the famous hockey 
player Wayne Gretzky 


MEE Secondary school had a taste of the glamorous world 
of hockey, yesterday, when internationally famous hockey player Wayne Greyzky 
visited. He promised students from our school to be here five years ago when he 
was in Toronto, He came to the school and talked to us about the national game- 
hockey. 


He promised and came. Our school was and is now very happy about meeting 
with Wayne Gretzky. It was the most important thing for the boys from the school 
hockey team because they play hockey all the time and they had a lot of questions 
for him. When he came to us, first he wanted to see the gym. | asked him “Why did 
you go there first?” - “Because I like the most sport.”-he said. 

After that everybody went to the ice rink across from the school. There, Wayne 
Gretzky taught our hockey team what is the most important rule in a hockey game. 
“Go where the puck is going. Not where it has been.”-he said. “I member - my 
father said that to me, when I was 4 years old.” 

Next, he went to the cafeteria and we asked him some questions. One 
question was about his family, “You have a wife and three children. How did you 
find time to play hockey?”-one student asked. “I love my wife and children and | 


Word order, however, is an area of concern (e.g., “Because | like the most 
sport.”), as is point of view (e.g., the student alternates between the first 
and third person throughout the article and then abruptly switches to the 
second person at the end: “But don’t worry. He promised to visit this school 
again!”). He or she also struggles with subject-verb agreement (e.¢., “If you 
was born...”, “Everybody were ...”). 

The student uses language conventions with some accuracy. Spelling is usu- 


ally accurate, but there are a number of errors in punctuation. 


Thinking/Inquiry 
- The student includes facts from the informational text that are somewhat 


appropriate but makes some mistakes in using them (e.g., he or she quotes 
Gretzky’s father’s advice about going where the puck is going, but errs by 
calling it “the most important rule in a hockey game”). 


always found time for them.”-he said. Next: “If you was born in Ontario, why did 
you play for Edmonton not Toronto Maple Leafs?-my friend asked. “Good 
question”-he said. “I don’t know why. I think that I liked better the Edmonton 
team.” 


— The student includes areas to be visited that are appropriate (i.e., the gym, 
ice rink, and cafeteria), but the activities that take place in them are only 
somewhat appropriate (e.g., question-and-answer sessions that feature 


‘The last questions to this 41 year old resident of Brantford, Ontario was the mostly predictable questions and answers). 


most important- | think, | asked him “When will you visit this school, again?” “I 
don’t know yet, but I promise that I will visit again. OK? Communication 
Everybody said “OK”.This is the end of the visit by Wayne Gtetzky in our school. . F rae Poo, 
Everybody were very happy. But don’t worry. He promised to visit this school - The student provides a somewhat credible purpose for the visit — that is, it 


again! was the result of a promise made to the students, but broken, five years 
earlier. However, no details, such as why the original visit did not take place, 
are provided. 

— The student includes details about the interaction between the visitor and 
the students that are somewhat interesting (e.g., in response to the ques- 
tion “If you was born in Ontario, why did you play for Edmonton not Toronto 
Maple Leafs?”, Gretzky begins by saying “Good question ... | don’t know why”, 
which suggests that the question has caught him off guard). 
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LOW LEVEL 2 


- The student provides a somewhat effective conclusion for the article. The 


conclusion is a little unclear, but various points in it draw the visit to a satis- 


factory close (e.g., the student connects the last sentence with the purpose 
of the visit). 


Application 

— The student creates an article of limited effectiveness. The choice of a gen- 
eral rather than a specific purpose for the visit keeps the article from being 
as coherent as it might have been. Insufficient factual information interferes 
with the creation of livelier fictional scenes and settings. The student does, 
however, include quotations that give the article a realistic quality (e.¢g., “I 
love my wife and children and | always found time for them.”). 


Comments 

This work is representative of a low level-2 performance. The student demon- 
strates some degree of achievement of the expectations in the Knowledge/ 
Understanding, Thinking/Inquiry, and Communication categories of knowledge 
and skills. However, in the Application category, the student demonstrates only 
a limited degree of achievement - i.e., achievement that is more characteristic 
of level 1. 


The student fulfils the task requirements with some success. There is some 
mastery of linguistic forms and language conventions throughout the work. 
The article displays some coherence despite awkwardness in language use 
and an overall lack of substance. 





Next Steps 
In order to improve his or her performance, the student needs to: 
* improve the focus of the writing by establishing a clear purpose and provid- 
ing a strong framework of factual statements; 
pay closer attention to word order and point of view; 
include more detail to create a more believable fictional context; 
make the overall product richer by developing ideas that are more complex. 


A School Newspaper Article 


LEVEL 2 


Oo 
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FAMOUS HOCKEY PLAYER 
VISITS BM SCHOOL 


DN High School had a famous 
visite for career day yesterday Former professional 
hockey player Wanye Gretzky, who last year said he 
wanted to visite a Canadian High School to get more 
in touch with teenage fans, spent his time spaking with 
students. 


First he visited a gym class where he talk about 
good sportsmanship and showed the students how to 
handle the puck and how to do a slapshot. All the 
students were very excited. All the students said “ wow 
we were very lucky to play with a famous player!” 
Next he visited a health class to talk about fitness and 
being involved in team sports. 


After that he showed some samples of his 
clothing line to the students in the lifestyles class. One 
of the students asked Mr. Gretzky how he choose the 
clothes for his line. Mr. Gretzky told her “I choose 
things that I know I would wear”. 


Study Skills in English, ESL Level 4, Open 











Mr.Gretzky then he visited the ESL classroom 
and he showed the students some of his hockey and 
family picture. His final stop was (I cafe where he 
enjoyed lunch cook by the students. He gave the 
students this advice “Never give up and always work 
hard”. 


This day was a very important and special day 

for all the students at high school. 

» the school’s principle said “It was an 

honor to have such a special person who has a great 

love for hockey come and encourage not only our young 
athletes but all of our students. 
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LEVEL 2 


Teacher’s Notes 


Knowledge/Understanding 

- The student demonstrates some knowledge of linguistic forms in English. 
An attempt is made to use complex sentences (e.g., “Wanye Gretzky, who last 
year said he wanted to visite a Canadian High School ..., spent his time 
spaking with students.”). He or she, however, has some difficulty with using 
the past tense consistently (e.g., “First he visited a gym class where he talk 
about ...”). 

— The student uses language conventions with some accuracy (e.g., makes 
some spelling and punctuation errors). 


Thinking/Inquiry 

- The student includes facts from the informational text that are somewhat 
appropriate (e.g., the references to Gretzky’s puck-handling expertise and 
his clothing line), but ignores most of the text. 

- The student includes areas of the school for Gretzky to visit that are some- 
what appropriate (e.g., health class, “lifestyles” class) and includes activities 
for him that are somewhat appropriate (e.¢., “... he showed some samples 
of his clothing line to the students in the lifestyles class.”). However, he or 
she does not expand enough on these activities (e.¢., all one is told about 
Gretzky’s talk to the health class is that it was “about fitness and being 
involved in team sports”). 


Communication 

- The student provides a somewhat credible purpose for Gretzky’s visit. He or 
she says that the visit is “for career day” at the school and that the hockey 
player wants to “get more in touch with teenage fans”, but does not clearly 
connect the two. 

- The student provides details about the interaction between the visitor and 
the students that are somewhat interesting (e.g., the students’ excitement 
about Gretzky's demonstration of puck handling; his response to the student 
who asks how he makes selections for his clothing line). 





— The student provides a somewhat effective conclusion for the article by hav- 
ing the principal praise Gretzky for his encouragement of “all of our students”. 
This statement, however, is not substantiated in the article, since Gretzky 
was speaking only to the students attending lunch, not to all of the students. 


Application 

- The student creates a somewhat effective newspaper article. Although the 
student invents and incorporates some quotations and uses some of the 
facts provided, he or she does not develop a strong fictional context. 


Comments 

This work is representative of a solid level-2 performance. The student demon- 
strates some degree of achievement of the expectations in all four categories 
of knowledge and skills. 


The student clearly understands the requirements of the task and constructs 
a very plausible tour of the school, although each stop on the tour receives 
rather cursory attention. The article is interesting because it includes a vari- 
ety of topics and integrates fact, fiction, and quotations with some degree of 
effectiveness. 


Next Steps 

In order to improve his or her performance, the student needs to: 

* enhance the impact of the article by adding more factual information and 
fictionalized detail; 
use verb tenses correctly; 
check his or her work more carefully to eliminate spelling and punctuation 
errors. 





A School Newspaper Article HIGH LEVEL 2 





“THE GREAT ONE” VISITS DISTRICT HIGH 





The District High community had the honor of having an extraordinary sports star, 
Wayne Gretzky, who is known as the greatest player in the history of hockey. Wayne, 
who last year decided, he wanted to visit Canadian school to share with young athletes 
his enormous experience and give them some advice on how to achieve success. 


The 41-year-old phenomenal player first went to talk with counselor about District's 
sport's teams, their accomplishments, and their schedules. Then Mr. Gretzky, who is 
recognized by his trademark number 99 sweater, met young athletes in the gym, during a 
hockey game 


One of the teenagers asked him, “How did you achieve your success?” He said, “I spent 
many hours every day practicing my skating skills, so through hard work you can 
accomplish whatever you want”. 


The next interesting place, which “the great one” visited, was the popular drama club. 
The club fascinated him because it gave him a chance to observe young dancers aspiring 
in ballet and jazz. This visit was very special to Wayne because his daughter is studying 
ballet, and he wanted to take the opportunity to talk to the youth about developing their 
skills, abilitics and talents regardless the sport or activity involved 


The cafeteria was the next stop. He talked to the students about his past and his amazing 
career. Wayne explained he started playing as a professional hockey at the age of 17, for 
Edmonton Oilers, and he continued playing for this team for 10 years 


He contributed to the team by winning many awards. Additionally, he played a major 
role in putting together the Canadian hockey team that won the gold medal at the 2002 
Olympics. 


An audience member asked him, “What advice would you gave to young athletes?” 
Wayne replied as his father had once said to him, “go where the puck is going, not where 
it has been” 


Finally, one of the kids asked him, “What are you doing now and are you upset that you 
aren't playing hockey professionally?” He responded, “Fortunately I’m happy that ] can 
assist, encourage and share my experience with young people such you. On the other 
hand, I’m not only satisfied as a hockey player, but I’m also a successful businessman 
because [ have my own business a restaurant and my own line of clothing.” 


“Even today | set up goals for myself and try to achieve them. This is why I continue to 
grow professionally and mentally.” 
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Teacher’s Notes 


Knowledge/Understanding 

— The student demonstrates considerable knowledge of linguistic forms in 
English. He or she uses several complex sentences, although there are a few 
lapses in control of sentence structure (e.¢., “Wayne, who last year decided, 
he wanted to visit Canadian school to share with young athletes his enor- 
mous experience and give them some advice on how to achieve success.”). 
Tenses are usually used correctly. 

— The student uses language conventions with considerable accuracy. He or 
she accurately spells some challenging words (e.g., “phenomenal”, “aspiring”), 
but exhibits some difficulty with punctuation (e.g., “... in the gym, during a 
hockey game.”). 


Thinking/Inquiry 

— The student includes facts from the informational text that are somewhat 
appropriate (e.g., he or she refers to Gretzky’s contribution to the formation 
of the successful Canadian Olympic hockey team, but copies this informa- 
tion directly from the text). 

— The student includes areas and activities for Gretzky's visit that are somewhat 
appropriate. Gretzky’s interest in the young dancers at the drama club is 
credibly explained and well described, but the activities in the other areas 
(i.e., the gym and the cafeteria) are not well developed (e.¢., they consist 
only of predictable questions and answers). 


Communication 

— The student provides a somewhat credible purpose for the visit (i.e., Gretzky's 
desire “to share with young athletes his enormous experience and give 
them some advice on how to achieve success.”). 

— The student provides details about the interaction between the visitor and 
the students that are of considerable interest (e.g., a student’s challenging 
question about retirement elicits an insightful response that begins “Fortu- 
nately I’m happy that | can assist, encourage and share my experience with 
young people such you.”). 
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HIGH LEVEL 2 


-— The student provides a somewhat effective conclusion for the article. The 
last paragraph has Gretzky summing up his advice to the students, but it 
does not adequately convey that the visit has ended. 


Application 

- The student creates a somewhat effective article. He or she provides many 
direct quotations, but uses Gretzky’s responses to students’ questions mainly 
as a means of listing the visitor’s accomplishments. The fictional concept of 
a tour, which is a strong organizing feature at the beginning of the article, 
peters out by the end of it. 


Comments 

This work is representative of a high level-2 performance. The student demon- 
strates some degree of achievement of the expectations in the Thinking/Inquiry 
and Application categories of knowledge and skills. The student also demon- 
strates some degree of achievement with respect to two of the criteria in the 
Communication category. However, in the Knowledge/Understanding category 
and in one of the criteria in the Communication category, the student demon- 
strates a considerable degree of achievement - i.e., achievement that is more 
characteristic of level 3. 


The student writes well and fluently, and has a good grasp of vocabulary. The 
student demonstrates some ability to select a variety of facts from the infor- 
mational text and incorporate them into his or her work. 





Next Steps 

In order to improve his or her performance, the student needs to: 
make the writing clearer and more focused by linking the ideas within a 
paragraph better and smoothing the transitions between paragraphs; 
practise editing his or her work to correct minor mistakes. 


A School Newspaper Article LOW LEVEL 3 








Hockey Legend at L_ School 
The L School had an exciting histoncal moment last Tuesday with the greatest 
Canadian hockey hero, Wayne Gretzky. Wayne Gretzky visited L School to 


honour the school's hockey team which won the OFSAA championship. It was the most 
important day in school’s history 


The Hockey Hall of Fame inductee Wayne Gretzky first visited to school’s gym and 
played a little bit with our hockey stars. Then he gave them some advises to improve their 
play. And also he shared some technics to play hockey well. It was the day which they 
will never forget. Their time with Wayne Gretzky, who played a major role in putting 
together the Canadian hockey team that won the gold medal at the 2002 Olympic, was the 
climax in their hockey life, His main advise to our hockey stars was, “You have to work 
together really hard to become the hockey icons.” 


Next, The hockey icon visited the school’s auditorium. Wayne Gretzky, who became a 
professional hockey star at the age of 17 in 1978, talked about school and the school’s 
special programs in front of all students of L School. And also he shared about 
his school days. His speach was an encouragement for everyone. From that moment, his 
speach was the guide of all students. 


The last program on his school tour was visiting all grade nine classes. Gretzky who has 
encouraged athletic abilities in his own children, talked to grade nine students friendly 
and advised them a lot. He showed the better way to study. It was an encouragement for 
all grade nine students, He also signed them autographs. “I had a great time with these 
great students” he said “ I will never forget this moment” happily 


It was the great exciting day that Ll _ School ever had. An OAC student said 
“Wayne Gretzky will never leave from our minds proudly.” 
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Teacher’s Notes 


Knowledge/Understanding 

-— The student demonstrates considerable knowledge of linguistic forms in 
English. The past tense and transitional words are used correctly. The student 
uses some complex sentences and constructs them well. There are, how- 
ever, some problems in the use of prepositions (e.g., “visited to school’s 
gym”) and the definite article. 

— The student uses language conventions with some accuracy. He or she uses 
and spells “icon” and “climax” correctly, but sometimes uses language that 
is not idiomatic (e.g., “his speach was the guide of all students”). There are 


mo 


also some errors in spelling (e.g., “technics”, “advise” for “advice”). 


Thinking/Inquiry 

— The student includes facts that are somewhat appropriate. For example, he 
or she mentions Gretzky's involvement with the Olympic hockey team, but 
does not refer to any of the visitor’s other achievements or interests. 

— The student includes areas and activities that are somewhat appropriate 
(e.g., the gym and the auditorium). Making “all grade nine classes” the final 
stop on the tour, however, is puzzling, and the activities are sometimes 
described too vaguely (e.g., “He showed the better way to study.”). 


Communication 

— The student provides a credible purpose for the visit (i.e., “to honour the 
school’s hockey team which won the OFSAA championship”). 

— The student includes details about the interaction between Gretzky and the 
students that are of considerable interest, but the exchanges tend to be 
one-sided, consisting mainly of the visitor’s advice about hockey. 

— The student provides a conclusion of considerable effectiveness for the 
article. He or she sums up the visit by providing a quotation in which a 
student expresses satisfaction with the visit. 
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LOW LEVEL 3 


Application 

- The student creates an article of considerable effectiveness. He or she 
develops a stroné fictional context and presents the material in well-organized 
paragraphs. However, he or she uses too few facts and quotations. 


Comments 

This work is representative of a low level-3 performance. The student demon- 
strates a considerable degree of achievement of the expectations in the 
Communication and Application categories of knowledge and skills. The stu- 
dent also demonstrates a considerable degree of achievement with respect 
to one of the criteria in the Knowledge/Understanding category. However, in 
the Thinking/Inquiry category and in the other criterion in the Knowledge/ 
Understanding category, the student demonstrates only some degree of 
achievement - i.e., achievement that is more characteristic of level 2. 


The student writes a well-organized article, although he or she has some diffi- 
culty with idiom and only shows some ability to select appropriate activities 
and to extract appropriate facts from an informational text. 





Next Steps 
In order to improve his or her performance, the student needs to: 
read the informational text more carefully, and select a greater variety of 
points to incorporate into his or her own work; 
review use of linguistic forms (e.g., which verbs require prepositions, which 
do not, and which prepositions are required by which verbs); 
read more to increase proficiency in the use of idiomatic English; 
vary sentence structure to add interest; 
check spelling more carefully. 





A School Newspaper Article LEVEL 3 





Famous Hocky Player Visit School 


Yesterday, one of the most famous hocky player, “The Great one”, Wayne Gretzky 
visited M Secondary School. He was invited by the government of Toronto to 


promote hocky and give a role model for the teenager. Wayne spent a great day in M 


visiting some classroom and programs around the school. 


The first stop of Wayne in M_____ was gym. And the first activites for him was sign 
autograph. There was already a lot of people waiting for him. Then, the winner of 4 
Stanley Cups, Wayne played hocky with the school team. Although he is 42 years old 
and retired in 1999, he is still skilful. During the game, he made some suggestions to the 
team, Furthermore, he shared his experience of coaching the Canadian hocky team. 
Wayne made a short speech in the gym. He said, “Talent is only a factor. But the most 
important thing is hard working.” 


The next stop was the business class. Wayne is the greatest hocky player in Canadian 

history. Also he is a very successful businessman. He has his own line of clothing and 
owns a restaurant. He shared how to market his clothes and manage his restaurant, In 

addition, he didn’t go to university, All these was learned by himself, 


The last stop of M_____ tour was the family-study class. Wayne told the class how his 
father encouraged his interest in hocky and taught him about the game when he was very 
small, He has maintained a very close relationship with his father. Moreover, he talked 
about his children, He said, “I will do what my father did to me, to encourage and teach 
my children.” Now Wayne is already a two youth hocky player and a ballet dancer's 
father. 


The result of Wayne's visit to M was very sucessful. Lot of students learned more 
from him. One Grade 9 hocky player, J L said, “I want to grow up just like 
him.” 
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Teacher’s Notes 


Knowledge/Understanding 

— The student demonstrates considerable knowledge of linguistic forms in 
English. He or she skilfully constructs complex sentences (e.¢., “Although he 
is 42 years old and retired in 1999, he is still skilful.”) and correctly uses 
transitions and verb tenses. There is, however, some weakness in sentence 
structure (e.g., “Now Wayne is already a two youth hocky player and a ballet 
dancer’s father.”) and in the use of plurals and verb forms (e.g., “And the 
first activites for him was sign autograph.”). 

— The student uses language conventions with considerable accuracy. There 
are very few punctuation and spelling errors; however, “hockey” is misspelled 
throughout the article. 


Thinking/Inquiry 

— The student includes facts that are of considerable appropriateness, and 
uses them to enhance the article’s fictional context (e.g., the facts in the 
paragraph about Gretzky’s visit to the business class make what happens in 
that class more believable). 

— The student includes areas and activities that are of considerable appropri- 
ateness (e.¢g., talking to the students about his father and his children in the 
family studies class). 


Communication 

— The student provides a credible purpose for Gretzky’s visit (i.e., he has been 
hired by the government to promote hockey and to provide a role model for 
teenagers). 

— The student includes details about the interaction between Gretzky and the 
students that are of considerable interest (e.g., Gretzky arrives at the gym 
where there are “already a lot of people waiting for him”). 

— The student provides a conclusion of considerable effectiveness. He or she 
ties the conclusion of the article to the purpose of the visit (i.e., having a stu- 
dent say “I want to grow up just like him” indicates that Gretzky is indeed a 
role model). 
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LEVEL 3 


Application 

- The student creates an article of considerable effectiveness. He or she weaves 
selected facts and appropriate quotations into a convincing fictional context, 
and presents the material in well-developed paragraphs. 


Comments 

This work is representative of a solid level-3 performance. The student demon- 
strates a considerable degree of achievement of the expectations in all four 
categories of knowledge and skills. 


The student shows a good grasp of the requirements of the task. He or she cre- 
ates effective direct quotations, extracts a variety of appropriate facts from the 
informational text, and incorporates them in a well-constructed article. 





Next Steps 

In order to improve his or her performance, the student needs to: 
improve his or her understanding of plurals and verb forms; 
pay more attention to subject-verb agreement. 


A School Newspaper Article HIGH LEVEL 3 





Greatest hockey player appeared at the high Scheol, 


Hockey fans from +ne EEE «51. School were 
excited to see Wayne Gretzky, the gfentest hocky player 
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is mow $3 years oid And he became a professional hockey 
at (t years aid. “ L feet \ike Io went back to +he ice rink,” 
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Teacher’s Notes 


Knowledge/Understanding 

— The student demonstrates considerable knowledge of linguistic forms in 
English. He or she uses simple and complex sentence structures well, and 
handles transitions and verb tenses correctly. 

— The student uses language conventions with considerable accuracy, 
although there are a few errors (e.g., “T-shirts with number ‘99’ on it”). 


Thinking/Inquiry 

— The student includes facts that are of considerable appropriateness, and 
incorporates them competently into the text (e.g., has Gretzky talk to the 
business class “about his own line of clothing and restaurant”). 

— The student includes areas and activities that are of considerable appropri- 
ateness (e.¢., in the business classroom, Gretzky talks to the students about 
his businesses). 


Communication 

— The student provides a credible purpose for the visit (e.g., Gretzky “happily 
accepted” the principal’s invitation to visit the fans he has at the school 
because the principal is his “best pal”). 

— The student includes details about the interaction between Gretzky and the 
students that are of considerable interest (e.g., “He sat on a student’s 
desk”), but what goes on between them tends to be one-sided. 

— The student provides a conclusion of considerable effectiveness. It links the 
ending with the beginning of the article. 


Application 

— The student creates a highly effective article. He or she uses a balance of 
simple and complex sentences, and combines factual and fictional elements 
well (e.g., “He told students that his father built an ice rink in the family’s 
backyard for him.”). Direct quotations are integrated well into the article, 
and paragraphs are well developed and well linked. 
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HIGH LEVEL 3 


Comments 

This work is representative of a high level-3 performance. The student demon- 
strates a considerable degree of achievement of the expectations in the 
Knowledge/Understanding, Thinking/Inquiry, and Communication categories of 


knowledge and skills. However, in the Application category, the student demon- 


strates a high degree of achievement — i.e., achievement that is more charac- 
teristic of level 4. 


The student is obviously comfortable with English, and the article is free from 
difficulties with idiom. The work shows an ability to skilfully extract facts from 
an informational text and to present them in a convincing fictional context. 





Next Steps 

In order to improve his or her performance, the student needs to: 
include more details when creating a narrative; 
proofread his or her work more carefully to eliminate errors. 


A School Newspaper Article 


LOW LEVEL 4 


Oo 


Oo 
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Vv Le 

Two weeks ago the students of our school had to choose a popular hockey player to come 
visit us. They chose “The Great One,” Wayne Gretzky. We were lucky to have had Mr. Gretzky 
this day because he is a very busy man, He has wanted to visit our school, He has wanted to 
learn more information about the students who come from many other countries. He spent the 
full day visiting ESL classrooms, the gym, and the hockey team 

The 41-year-old hockey player wanted to visit the ESL classes first because he thought it 
would be interesting to know more about immigrant population, Students from ESL classes had 
the chance to receive pictures signed by Mr. Gretzky himself. He wanted to know where the 
students were from and they told to him one after the other, He gave a presentation about his life, 
where he was born, when he started to play hockey and how he became interested in the game. 
Mr. Gretzky told the students that his parents were also from the Ukraine, Mr, Gretzky was 
proud to know that this school has a lot of immigrants and they were getting more help than his 
parents had when they came to Canada. One of our students asked, “How many languages do 
you speak.” He answered, “I speak English and a little bit of Ukrainian.” 

After Mr. Gretzky visited the ESL classes the members of student council took him to the 
gym. When he first entered in the gym all the students started to scream, clap their hands and 
they all stood up for him. When all the students did that, Mr. Gretzky was very surprised, He 
first looked all around him, and said, “This gym is fantastic, because it is very big. When I was at 
High school the gym was just like the ESL classroom.” A student asked him, “For how many 
years did you play for the Edmonton Oilers?” He answered his question, “I played for 10 years, 
and during this time | set many records for scoring goals and led my team to many victories.” A 
grade nine student asked him “Did you have children and what do they do in their spare time?” 
Mr. Gretzky replied, “I have three children and each of them have something to do. My sons, Ty 


and Trevor, play youth hockey, and my daughter, Pauline, is studying at New York's American 
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Ballet Theatre School.” At the end of the visit his last words were “help cach other, hockey is a 
team sport.” 

After the gym we took him to the foods class because he is not only an athlete he is also a 
very successful businessman. He owns a restaurant. The famous hockey player was very pleased 
to see the students from our school working very well in the foods class. They were making 
pizza and a desert for him. He really liked the foods class because it was very clean and the 
students had decorated the tables nicely. Mr, Gretzky was very happy about that 

This day was the best day for all the students of our school. The members of student 
council bought a gift for Mr, Gretzky to come visit us, He told us that it would be a great 


pleasure for him to come back. 
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LOW LEVEL 4 


Teacher’s Notes 


Knowledge/Understanding 

- The student demonstrates considerable knowledge of linguistic forms in 
English. He or she constructs sentences well (e.g., “He gave a presentation 
about his life, where he was born, when he started to play hockey and how 
he became interested in the game.”), and correctly uses conjunctions and 
transitional words. However, he or she has some difficulty with verbs 
(e.g., “Did you have children and what do they do ...?”), and with prepositions 
and articles (e.g., “and they told to him”, “to know more about immigrant 
population”). 

- Although the student makes a few punctuation errors, he or she uses lan- 
suage conventions with a considerable degree of accuracy. 


Thinking/Inquiry 

- The student includes facts from the informational text that are highly appro- 
priate (e.g., the reference to Gretzky's restaurant works well during the visit 
to the food class). 

— The student selects three areas and activities that are highly appropriate 
(e.g., the discussion in the ESL classroom between Gretzky and the students 
about their respective backgrounds). 


Communication 

- The student provides a highly credible, two-fold purpose for the visit. The 
students choose Gretzky as the hockey player they would like to have visit 
them and Gretzky wants to visit their school because of his interest in immi- 
grant students. The credibility of the latter purpose is enhanced by the 
development of this idea in the article. 

— The student includes details about the interaction between the visitor and 
the students that are highly interesting (e.g., the fact that Gretzky was “very 
surprised” when all the students in the gym stood up for him and “very 
pleased” to see the food class students “working very well” as they pre- 
pared pizza and dessert for him). 





— The student provides a highly effective conclusion for the article. It expresses 
the mutual pleasure of the visitor and the students, and reminds the reader 
of the visit’s dual purpose. 


Application 

— The student creates a highly effective article. He or she skilfully weaves 
together facts, imaginative quotations (e.g., Gretzky's advice to the students: 
“help each other, hockey is ateam sport”), and a number of fictional embell- 
ishments (e.g., Gretzky says that his parents were immigrants and that the 
size of his high school gym was the same as that of the ESL classroom). 


Comments 

This work is representative of a low level-4 performance. The student demon- 
strates a high degree of achievement of the expectations in the Thinking/Inquiry, 
Communication, and Application categories. However, in the Knowledge/ 
Understanding category, the student demonstrates only a considerable degree 
of achievement - i.e., achievement that is more characteristic of level 3. 


The student describes the interaction between the visitor and the students 
superbly. However, difficulties with linguistic forms detract from the overall 
effectiveness of the article. 


Next Steps 

In order to improve his or her performance, the student needs to: 
review the correct use of articles, prepositions, and verb tenses; 
read his or her work more carefully to eliminate punctuation errors. 





A School Newspaper Article 


LEVEL 4 





The Great One Visits Our School 


Yesterday was the most tremendous, joyful and enjoyable day for the community of our 
school, when the greatest hockey player “Wayne Gretzky” sacrificed his valuable time 
and paid a long visit to the school. Mr. Gretzky said he always wanted to visit a 
Canadian high school with the children who have a passion for sports, and he especially 
wants to meet the students who share a passion for hockey as well as to encourage them. 
Mr. Gretzky first started his day by singing Canada’s national anthem with the students. 
He read the morning prayer, and spent hours visiting classrooms and programs around the 
school, 


The famous hockey star first started by touring around the school and viewing pictures, 
medals, and trophies of our finest athletes. He also toured around the facilities outside the 
school. Mr. Gretzky was surprised and well pleased with the athletic spirit around the 
school, that he said “This reminds me of the fun that my team had when we won the gold 
medal at the 2002 Olympics.”. Then the tour continued inside the school in the gym and 
the weight room, where the “Great one” met some students playing games and doing 
weight training. He chatted with them and played basketball as well, He met with the 
hockey team and other sports teams and he also met the cheerleaders and encouraged 
them with other female athletes, He promoted the young athletes by sponsoring them 
with hockey jerseys, 


Next, Mr, Gretzky visited the school cafeteria. Mr. Gretzky, who is a very successful 
businessman and who also has his own line of clothing and owns a restaurant went in the 
lunch room and happily ate lunch with the students. He told them that food and nutrition 
are the greatest energy in human body. 


The last stop of the school tour was to the parenting class, where he participated in 
discussing the important values of parenting with the students. “I never had the 
opportunity to take parenting classes when I was in school, because they never existed,” 
said Mr. Gretzky. He also said, “Parenting is very important because it gets you ready 
for real life responsibilities especially if you are planning to build a family in the future, 
A grade nine student asked, “What mostly encouraged you to play hockey and to become 
a professional player?” His response was “My family encouraged me, especially my 
father. He built an ice rink in my backyard for me to practice”. He also gave me the 
advice for my success, which was “always play your best” and “stay in school”, 


Most of the students questions were: “How old were you when you started playing 
hockey?” He said, “When I was four years old”, “Would you expect your children to 
become hockey players as well?" “No, not necessary but | want them to have a healthy 
life style and be good athletes, “What skills do you need to be a good hockey player?” 
He said “you need discipline and lots of practice.” 


A grade nine student thanked Mr, Gretzky for taking time to visit our school and 
expressed how we all felt, We are very proud of our school and wish Mr. Gretzky could 
come and visit us again 
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Teacher’s Notes 
Knowledge/Understanding 


The student demonstrates thorough knowledge of linguistic forms in Eng- 
lish. He or she constructs long sentences well (e.g., “Mr. Gretzky, who is a 
very successful businessman and who also has his own line of clothing and 
owns a restaurant went in the lunchroom and happily ate lunch with the 
students.”). He or she also uses common tenses, adjectives, conjunctions, 
and prepositions accurately in almost all instances. 

The student uses language conventions such as spelling and punctuation 
with a high degree of accuracy throughout, despite making a few errors in 
usage (e.g., “food and nutrition are the greatest energy in human body”). 


Thinking/Inquiry 


The student includes facts from the informational text that are highly appro- 
priate (e.g., “This reminds me of the fun that my team had when we won the 
gold medal at the 2002 Olympics.”). 

The student includes areas and activities that are highly appropriate 

(e.g., Gretzky eats lunch with students in the cafeteria, and talks to them 
about food and nutrition). 


Communication 


The student provides a highly credible purpose for the visit (i.e., Gretzky 
wants to meet with students who have a passion for sport, particularly with 
students who play hockey). 

The student includes highly interesting details about the interaction 
between the visitor and the students (e.g., Gretzky’s meeting with the female 
athletes, and the interest he takes in the student athletes’ pictures, medals, 
and trophies). 

The student provides a highly effective conclusion for the article. He or she 
has one student thank the visitor on behalf of the entire student body, and 
also expresses pride in his or her school and the wish of the students for 
another visit from Gretzky. 
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LEVEL 4 


Application 

- The student creates a highly effective article. He or she skilfully incorpo- 
rates factual information into a fictional context, and provides many details 
that enhance that context. Direct quotations are also used very effectively 
(e.g., “I never had the opportunity to take parenting classes when | was in 
school, because they never existed.”). The structure of the article is flawed, 
however, in that the second last paragraph is packed with questions and 
answers that are not anchored to the narrative context. 


Comments 

This work is representative of a solid level-4 performance. The student demon- 
strates a high degree of achievement of the expectations in all four categories 
of knowledge and skills. 


The student creates a well-thought-out article. He or she combines fact and 
fiction imaginatively, and includes ideas that heighten interest. 





Next Steps 

In order to improve his or her performance, the student needs to: 
structure the article to incorporate the questions and answers in the second 
last paragraph more effectively (e.g., by placing them at appropriate points 
throughout the text); 
read aloud more to increase familiarity with English idioms; 
edit work more carefully to eliminate spelling and punctuation errors. 


A School Newspaper Article HIGH LEVEL 4 
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HIGH LEVEL 4 
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Teacher’s Notes 


Knowledge/Understanding 

— The student demonstrates thorough knowledége of linguistic forms in English. 
He or she constructs complex sentences well (e.g., “After a long time being 
away from Canada Wayne Gretzky, the greatest player in the history of hockey, 
decided to pay a visit to his beloved country.”). However, the article does 
contain a number of run-on sentences. 

- The student uses language conventions with a high degree of accuracy and 
makes few, mainly minor errors (e.¢., “... he turned up to be a very success- 
ful businessman.”). 


Thinking/Inquiry 

- The student includes highly appropriate facts in the article (e.g., the student 
mentions that Gretzky’s wife is an actress when discussing Gretzky’s visit to 
the school theatre). 

- The student includes highly appropriate areas and activities (e.g., the cafete- 
ria, in which Gretzky and the students participate in a pie-tossing game for 
charity). 


Communication 

- The student provides two highly credible purposes for the visit (i.e., Gretzky 
wants to share his experience with “the hockey players of the future” and 
support the Cancer Drive). 

— The student includes details about the interaction between the visitor and 
the students that are highly interesting (e.g., the students’ glee when 
Gretzky is “soaked with pie” and the good humour evident in his reaction). 

- The student provides a highly effective conclusion for the article by skilfully 
conveying a sense of satisfaction (e.g., through the use of such words and 


m6 


phrases as “After a hectic day”, “overjoyed”, and “no one will ever forget”). 





HIGH LEVEL 4 


Application 

- The student creates a highly effective article. He or she smoothly incorpo- 
rates facts about the visitor into a convincing fictional context. The many 
quotations in the article are also effectively worked into the text (e.g., “The 
last time | did such things was in high school.”). The student also effectively 
includes a balance of formal events (e.g., the presentation in the gym) and 
informal activities (e.g., the pie-tossing game). 


Comments 

This work represents a high level-4 performance. The student demonstrates a 
high degree of achievement of the expectations in all four categories of knowl- 
edge and skills. 


The sample shows great fluency and is engaging because of its many ideas 
and the details that support them. The student shows an outstanding ability 
to select information from a factual text and to use it in a new context with 
imagination. 


The student sometimes uses sophisticated language (e.¢., “father who motivated 
him”). Occasionally, he or she uses the wrong word (e.¢., “experience” when 
“expertise” is what is meant), but these errors do not seriously detract from 
the readability of the work. 
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Next Steps 

In order to improve his or her performance, the student needs to: 

* review the principles of sentence construction in order to identify and learn 
how to correct run-on sentences; 
edit work more carefully to eliminate any errors in word choice and 
punctuation. 


Teacher Package 





English As a Second Language Exemplar Task 
Study Skills in English, ESL Level 4, Open (ESLDO) 


Teacher Package 


Title: A School Newspaper Article 


Time Requirement: 5 periods of 75 minutes each 





Expectations Addressed in the Exemplar Task 

This task gives students the opportunity to demonstrate achievement of all or part of each 
of the following selected expectations from the Oral and Visual Communication, Reading, 
and Writing strands. 

Students will: 

1. create a documentary or news report on a current issue; 

2. scan texts for specific information; 

3. write a passage of three or more paragraphs to develop a central idea; 


4. use common tenses and verb phrases, adjectives, adverbs, conjunctions, prepositions of 
direction and time, and interrogative and negative constructions appropriately and with 
accuracy most of the time; 

5. use periods, commas, apostrophes, quotation marks, colons, and parentheses correctly 
in final drafts; 


6. spell words accurately in final drafts, including subject-specific terms. 











Description of the Task 
Present the following scenario to students: 


Wayne Gretzky is planning a visit to your school. Your class has been asked to accompany 

Mr. Gretzky on his tour of the school, and each student is to submit an article to the school 
newspaper describing the highlights of his visit. In preparation for writing your article, you will 
need to read some background information about Wayne Gretzky. This is provided in Appendix B: 
Informational Text. You will also need to develop at least two questions that you would like to ask 
Wayne Gretzky during his visit and formulate his answers as direct quotations. You will invent the 
responses to the questions, but they must be appropriate to Mr. Gretzky s background and 


accomplishments. 
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Final Product 
Each student will submit a school newspaper article of approximately 300 words describing the 
highlights of Wayne Gretzky’s visit to the school, including: 


e the purpose of his visit; 

e areas and/or activities that were of interest to him; 
e = details of his interaction with the students; 

e information he shared about himself; 


e at least two direct quotations. 


Assessment and Evaluation 

The final draft of the newspaper article will be assessed and evaluated using the task rubric* 
provided. Introduce the rubric to students when you introduce the task. Review the rubric with 
the students and ensure that each student understands the criteria and the descriptions for 
achievement at each level. Allow ample time for a thorough reading and discussion of the 
assessment criteria outlined in the rubric. 


Some students may perform below level 1. Although the rubric does not include descriptions of 
achievement below level 1, the characteristics of these students’ work should be reviewed in 
relation to the criteria outlined in the rubric. 


Teacher Instructions 


Prior Knowledge and Skills 
To complete this task, students are expected to have some experience with, or some knowledge 
and skills related to, the following: 


e reading and writing a newspaper article 
e extracting information from sections of grade-level texts 
e using quotation marks for direct speech 


e using the writing process to plan, draft, revise, and edit their writing, with a checklist 


Accommodations 
Accommodations that are normally provided in the regular classroom for students with special 
needs should be provided in the administration of this performance task. 


Materials and Resources 
e dictionaries, thesauri, and/or a spellcheck program 











*The rubric is reproduced on pages 9-10 of this document. 
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Task Instructions 


Day 1 —- Examining a Model Newspaper Article 


Discuss the task and the task rubric with the students. 

Ask students to name some of their favourite pop stars and discuss how they would feel about 
having a pop star visit their school and what they would like to show the star at their school. 
Have students read Appendix A: A Model Newspaper Article independently. Ask questions 
to check that the students understand the article. 

Have students, as a class, analyse the model article with respect to purpose, format, verb 
tense, punctuation, use of quotation marks for direct speech, and tone. 

Ask the students what biographical information about Céline Dion the writer needed prior to 
writing the model article. List this information on a chart or board in the classroom. Highlight 
for students the integration of biographical details with the events of Ms. Dion’s visit to 
the school. 


Work with the class to assess the model article on Ms. Dion’s visit, using the task rubric. 


Day 2 - Reading and Discussing Background Information on Wayne Gretzky 


Have students, as a class, brainstorm any information they know about Wayne Gretzky. 
Record this information on a chart or board in the classroom. 


Have students read Appendix B: Informational Text independently to learn more facts about 
Wayne Gretzky. 


Have students highlight or underline key facts that might be useful when they are writing 
their articles. 


Ask students to work in small groups to share the key facts from the informational text. 


Day 3 - Planning the Article 


Ask students to work in small groups to discuss areas of the school and activities that might 
interest Wayne Gretzky. 


Discuss Appendix C: Newspaper Article Planner with the students. 


Remind students that they are to formulate at least two questions that they would like to ask 
Wayne Gretzky. 


Remind students that the answers to their questions are to be included in their articles as 
direct quotations. 


Ask students to complete Appendix C. 


Day 4 - Writing a Draft of the Article 


Review an appropriate newspaper article format with the students. 


Have students work independently to write a first draft of their school newspaper article. 
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Day 5 - Editing and Writing Final Copy 
e Ask students to use Appendix D: Checklist to ensure that they have included all of the 
required components of the task and to check for errors. 


e = Ask students to edit and revise their own work. 
e You may wish to confer with individual students. 


e Have students prepare and submit the final draft of their school newspaper article. 


List of Appendices 


A. A Model Newspaper Article 
. Informational Text 
. Newspaper Article Planner 


. Checklist 


5 OO 8 
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Appendix A: A Model Newspaper Article 


Famous Singer Visits School 


The Trillium High School community had a taste of the glamorous world of pop music 
yesterday when internationally famous singer Céline Dion paid a long-anticipated visit 
to the school. Ms. Dion, who last year said she wanted to visit a Canadian high school 
to get more in touch with teenage fans, spent two busy hours visiting a number of 
classrooms and programs around the school. 


The 33-year-old pop star first sat in on a rehearsal of the school choir and made some 
suggestions for polishing a song the choir is preparing for this fall’s music festival. Never 
before has Trillium’s choir had the opportunity to take direction from a top musician 
who has released more than two dozen albums and won every major music award, 
including Grammys, Junos, and Felixes. Ms. Dion’s most important advice to Trillium’s 
budding singers was, “You have to be disciplined and you have to be ready to work 
really hard.” 


Next, Ms. Dion visited the school daycare centre. Ms. Dion, who is the mother of a 
nine-month-old baby boy, happily sat on the floor and sang nursery songs and played 
finger games with a circle of toddlers. She also shared with the daycare-centre staff that 
she is the youngest in a family of fourteen children. 


The last stop on the performer’s school tour was the Guidance Office, where she 
participated in a Teacher-Adviser Group of Grade 9 students. The students were 
discussing possible community service placements. Ms. Dion told the group that she has 
found her volunteer work with the Canadian Cystic Fibrosis Foundation very 
rewarding. “My niece was taken from us by this disease,” she said, “and this is my way 
of trying to help other families who are dealing with this illness.” 


The response to Dion’s visit to Trillium was overwhelmingly positive. Said Jenny Lum, 
a Grade 10 student, “I wish her visit could go on and on.” 
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Appendix B: Informational Text 


Wayne Gretzky 


Background Information 

Wayne Gretzky is recognized as a true Canadian hero. Many people consider him to be 
the greatest player in the history of hockey; in fact, he is often referred to as “The 
Great One”. He has become an inspiration for young athletes everywhere. He 
combines natural talent with hard work and a love of his sport. In the hockey world, he 
is known for his skating speed and for his ability to manipulate a hockey puck. 


Early Years 

Wayne Gretzky was born in Brantford, Ontario, on January 26, 1961. He showed an 
early interest in hockey. He maintains a very close relationship with his family, and it 
was his father, in particular, who encouraged his interest in hockey and taught him 
about the game. When Wayne was about 4 years old, his father built him an ice rink in 
the family’s backyard and Wayne spent many hours every day practising his skating 
skills. Perhaps the best advice his father gave him was to tell him to “go where the puck 
is going, not where it has been”. Wayne followed this advice throughout his career, and 
it proved to be very sound advice. Wayne developed an uncanny ability to anticipate 
where the puck was going to be on the ice, and this ability contributed to many victories 
for the teams for which he played. 


Career 

At avery young age, Wayne began playing hockey for minor-league teams. He often 
played against others who were much older than he was. In 1978, Wayne became a 
professional hockey player at the age of 17. He joined the Edmonton Oilers and played 
with them for ten years. During this time he set many records for scoring goals and led 
his team to many victories. Although he was small for a hockey player, he showed 
outstanding talent, and his unique style of playing amazed the hockey world. Wearing 
his trademark “number 99” sweater, he became a household name in Canada. 


In 1988, Wayne married an actress, Janet Jones, and was traded shortly after to the Los 
Angeles Kings. The couple moved to Los Angeles, where they both could continue 
their careers. The Gretzkys now have three children. Wayne retired from playing 
hockey in 1999 and was inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame. He has never forgotten 
his Canadian roots. He played a major role in putting together the Canadian hockey 
team that won the gold medal at the 2002 Winter Olympics. 


Other Accomplishments 

Wayne Gretzky maintains a great love for hockey. He continues to assist and encourage 
many young athletes. He has encouraged athletic abilities in his own children. His sons, 
Ty and Trevor, play youth hockey, and his daughter, Pauline, is studying at New York’s 
American Ballet Theatre School. In addition to his athletic abilities, Wayne Gretzky is 
also a very successful businessman. He has his own line of clothing and a restaurant. 
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Appendix C: Newspaper Article Planner 


Using point form, construct a plan for your article. 





Purpose of Visit 





Areas/ Activities of Interest 





Interaction With Students 
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Information Shared With Students 





Questions 








Responses 
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Appendix D: Checklist 


My newspaper article: 





begins with a headline 











provides an opening paragraph explaining the purpose of the visit 





describes areas and/or activities of interest to Wayne Gretzky 








gives details about his interaction with the students 








contains facts about Wayne Gretzky taken from the informational text 








includes at least two direct quotations 








summarizes the visit 








is written in paragraph form 

















provides interesting reading for other students 


I edited my composition for: 








correct spelling 





correct use of quotation marks 











correct use of all other punctuation 











correct use of verb tenses and verb forms 
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